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governed; and that, moreover, he loved the Queen passionately, and was in constant relations with her All this, and perhaps a little more on the same head was said under the mask."    In his new capacity as courtier of Louis XVIII. Talleyrand could not par-don Metternich for preserving his affection for Napo-leon's  sister,   and  wishing  to  protect  in   Murat  a prince whom the Bourbons considered an upstart and usurper.
The Austrian Minister was also the object of some sharp criticism at the hands of Baron de La Tour-du-Pin, who wrote to Count cle Jaucourt, December 7, 1814: "The public generally are discontented with the condition of affairs; they especially find fault with the Emperor of Russia, who loses in public estimation daily. Any minister but M. de Metternich would take immense advantage of this; but what can be expected of a man who, in the gravest situation that can possibly be imagined, spends the greater portion of his time in follies; who was not afraid to have the JPacha de Surdne played at his house, and who, ever since the Congress began, has spent a good many of his days in an equally futile way? After this, M. le Conte, you ought not to be surprised at the slow progress of affairs."
This Pacha de Surdne, which was one of the Baron de La Tour-du-Pin's grievances, had the greatest success at one of the court soirees. Etienne's charming comedy was played in French by amateurs, who were . the Landgrave of Furstenburg, Prince Aiitoine Radzi-